File No. 9110318 


WORLD TRADE CENTER TASK FORCE INTERVIEW 
FIREFIGHTER FERNANDO CAMACHO 


Interview Date: December 12, 2001 


Transcribed by Laurie A. Collins 


F. CAMACHO 2 


CHIEF KENAHAN: The time is 11:17 a.m., 
and this is Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan, 
Safety Battalion of the Fire Department of 
the City of New York. I am conducting an 
interview with Fernando Camacho of Ladder 
22, in the quarters of Ladder 22. 

Q. Fernando, describe the events as you 
recall them on September 11th. 

A. On the morning of September 11th I was 
on house watch, and it was about 8:00. A little 
bit after 8, because I was watching the news, I 
saw the first airplane or it would seem, an 
explosion on one of the towers; I believe it was 
the north tower. Chief Picciotto came down, 
called the dispatcher and went out on his way 
down. 

Approximately 15 minutes later, both 
the engine and the truck, we got our tickets to 
go down to the World Trade Center. It took us 
about maybe 20 minutes to get there. We came out 
of our truck prepared to receive our orders, 
walked down to the command post which was across 
the street on the West Side Highway. It was 


across the street from the north tower. We 
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waited there approximately about 15 minutes for 
our orders. 

After we waited for a while, we were 
told to go into the lobby of the Vista Hotel. We 
proceeded along the right side of the highway, 
basically the same side of the command post, down 
to the south pedestrian bridge, under the 
pedestrian bridge, to avoid being hit by bodies 
and debris going down. 

We came in through the corner of 
Liberty and the West Side Highway into the Vista 
Hotel. There was a setup, a small command post 
or small gathering of firefighters there with a 
couple of chiefs. I can't tell who they were. I 
don't remember that. 

We were in there approximately another 
ten minutes. Lieutenant Riley came back from 
talking to the chief, and we were assigned to go 
to the 75th floor. We got our equipment together 
and started walking up. Ladder 25 had gone ahead 
of us about five minutes before we got assigned 
to go to the 75th floor. 

We went across the lobby of the hotel, 


going north, and we exited and made a right going 
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towards the second tower, the south tower. We 
must have walked about 100-200 feet to revolving 
doors, which led into a hallway to where the mall 
was. I could see maybe 20, 25 civilians and I 
believe Ladder 25, which was about another 100 to 
150 feet ahead of us. 

AS we came in through the revolving 
doors, the lights went out. A second or two 
later everything started to shake. You could 
hear explosions. We didn't know what it was. We 
thought it was just a small collapse. 

As I looked straight ahead of me, I saw 
total darkness. Everything was coming our way 
like a wave. The firefighters that were ahead of 
us and the civilians that were ahead of us 
totally disappeared. 

We turned around. We were all pretty 
much within ten feet of each other: lieutenant, 
chauffeur, roof, OV, can. As we turned around, I 
ran probably maybe ten feet and that's when the 
body of the building or body of the collapse hit, 
and we were flying through the air basically. I 
must have flown 30, 40 feet through the air. 


Then total quiet. You couldn't 
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breathe. You couldn't see anything. None of the 
equipment worked. My face piece was gone, 
flashlight, helmet. There were about maybe five 
or six civilians around us. We tried to get them 
out, as we tried to make our way out. 

We did a perimeter search. Everything 
behind us was blocked and to our sides. We came 
back out basically through the same way we came 
into the building. We were facing the West Side 
Highway now, but there was a hole in the side of 
the building. So that's how we found our way 
out. 

The only thing I know is that it was 
the roof, the OV and myself that got out. I had 
the can. Lieutenant Riley and the chauffeur we 
couldn't find. We didn't know if they were 
trapped or they made their way out in some other 
fashion. We found out later that they did make 
their way out, through another exit or behind us. 

The West Side Highway was still pretty 
clear. There wasn't a lot of debris in front of 
us. We made our way north underneath the 
pedestrian bridge that's to the north. As we 


approached the rig again, I was being tended by 
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EMS for head wounds. 

Five minutes after that the north tower 
started to lean. 

Q. You saw it leaning? 
A. Yeah. 

What happened was that as I was 
standing there and getting bandaged, somebody 
said the tower is leaning. So me and Gorman -- 
he had the irons. We turned around and looked, 
and we could see the tower leaning. As it 
started to lean, it just came straight down. Now 


we're running again. 


Q. Which way was it leaning? Towards West 
Street? 

A. The tower was leaning not towards -- it 
leaned somewhat northwest but not -- it came down 


pretty straight after it leaned. It didn't 
really continue to lean. It just leaned a little 
bit and then came straight down. 

Basically that's it. We ran and we 
went into the high school that's I believe 
somewhere -- 

Q. On Chambers. 


A. Chambers, yeah. It might be Chambers, 
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a little further up from Chambers Street. We 
came back out after the cloud passed us and 
started helping out people that couldn't breathe 
or were injured. 
That's basically the bulk of the 
information I can give. 
Q. Fine. Let me get one thing straight. 
From the time you noticed the leaning to the time 
of it coming down, are we talking about seconds 
here? 
A. No more than three, four seconds. 
Q. All right. Thank you for all your 
help, Fernando. 
A. No problem. 
CHIEF KENAHAN: The time now is 11:27, 


and this concludes the interview. 


